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VGEORGIAN-STY LECTOWNHOL'SE PN
WASHINGTON, DO, EMBRACES AYOUNG FAMILY
\S EASILY AS I'T DOES STORIED ANTIOUES.




WPALETTE, CENTURIES' WORTH
JUES, AND PRECISE FURNITURE
: CMENTS WOULD SEEM TO
MAKFEANIL /NLIKELY SETTING FOR AN
;\[l’l'l"s'E_ﬁﬂU.\’ﬂ FAMILY. BUT THAT'S NOT
the ouly aumiuihis Washington, ILC., house. “T know
it might look like a challenging place to raise kids, bul
i’s not,” says the wife, “My children have thirteen first

vousins living within a one-mile radius—and all of them
are very voung. Our house had to be a gathering place lor
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them, but also be timeless and beautiful.”

That charge was left to designer Darryl Carter and ar-
chitects Michael Franck and Art Lohsen, who completely
rethought the 10,000-square-foot house. The homeown-
ers had been living around the corner from the Georgian-
style home in Kent, a leafy neighborhood in the capital.
With more babies on the way, the spacious house and its
verdant, welcoming garden seemed ideal for their growing
brood. But its labyrinth of small rooms was ill-suited for
the lifestyle they envisioned. Franck and Lohsen worke:d
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A sinuous stolreaie s a dramatic focal
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with Carter to move and enlarge spaces around a rede-
signed grand central staircase. The team gracefully aged
the early 1970s construction, lime- and power-washing its
red-brick exterior. Choppy windows were replaced with
French doors that apen Liirculi}' onto terraces and Ereen-
ery. Inside, architectural elements added gravitas: gently
coffered ceilings in the living room, soaring mesh-front
cabinetry in the family room, and clever Harmon-hinged
doars with hidden hardware, easily mistaken for paneled
walls, throughout the house.

As to decoration, the homeowner wanted calm “wa-
tercolor™ tones, nothing that would look dated in twenly
years, and she wanted her kids to grow up with anliques.
Carter began sourcing English and Continental furniture
that had the |1i-_~.'lur}' and beuul‘}' the client craved, but
also had sculptural form. He then set them against neu-
tral walls of white and cream and used quiet upholstery
of Emttr.rm:tI fabrie installed on the reverse, “It suggests
movement, bul it's not so bold that the fabries will ever go
out of style.” The designer used the same technique with
some of the rugs, placing them upside down.

In this setting the wood grains and hand-hewn lines
of commodles, chairs, and consoles pop, defining a room.
Typifying her practical approach to living, the client
insisted that pieces not be refinished. “I can leave a glass

@®1T'S A PEACEFUL
ENVIRONMENT FOR
RAISING CHILDREN.

AND THE LIVING ROOM
HAS ALREADY SURVIVED
AMAJOR ATTACK

OF PURPLE CRAYON.9®
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Limestone inl was cul

like plank wood feering, Bethiub, Van
Oyke's Restorers. Fittihgs, Wialerwotks
orposite, 100 English 19th-c wing
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Carter raplaced plented fatiric on

pendant shade with Black metal lar o

sieoker look, Custom stools, cabinetry, and

counters. Range and hood, Viking

ey island, Kallsta. Fittinos at window,
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Custom rondel. Anligue Chinds

Fittings
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on the table and not worry about it,” she says,

Gathering areas were established in a family room and
in un upstairs sitting room, which was planned as more
of a private area with cozy upholstered furniture and a
media center, The dining room, Carter says. posed a slight
dilemma. The elient wanted a table that would seat at least
twelve, “A large table with a regiment of matching chairs
marching around it can often feel like an unwelcaming

boardroom.” The solution was a narrow Duncan Phyfe
piece that would encourage conversation, along with an
unexpected mix of a settee, Louis XV I-style side chairs,
and toffee-hued ltalian armchairs for seating.

“It's acalm, praceful environment for raising children,”
says the wife. “And the living room has already survived
a major attack of purple crayon. Every bit came ont.” [l
FOR PAIMT TIPS FROM DARRYL CARTER, SEE VERANDA.COM
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